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It is always an unpleasSlnt lask to be obliged to 
I'eply to false accusations. It is doubly so, when 
these accusations are prompted by feehngs of person-^ 
al hostility and private revenge. Many will see the 
charges, who Will never see the answer, and the poi- 
son will be diffused by the industrious malice of pri- 
vate hatred, in quarters, which the antidote will nev- 
er reach* Charges professedly the most worthless, 
and abandoned, will gain belief where their charac- 
acters are unknown, and the obscurity and insigmfi- 
ance of the accuser will conciliate credit to his accu- 
sations, among the great majority of readers, while 
the neutralising power of his profligacy will correct 
the mischief among comparatively few, to whom his 
worthlessness has been Imown by personal acquaint^ 
ance. 

These observations may, without impropriety, be 
applied to a publication recently issued from the press 
and industriously circulated through the country, in 
which I am charged with having oeen engaged dur- 
ing the late war, and the system of commercial regula- 
tions, which preceded it, in violations of the laws of the 
country. It is difficult for me to give the public an 
adequate idea of the characters of the persons 
employed, either in giving or obtaining the deposi- 
tions, which it contains. This can be obtained, only by 
a personal acquaintance with the authors, or from a 
knowledge of their previous course of life^and their pre- 
sent standing in society. I may however be permitted 
to oberve that the persons engaged in collecting this 
testimony ,Benj. Ames and J. F. T^^ngate, are admitted 
or proved to have been engaged in the most reprehen- 



sible transactions, which they hare charged on me. — » 
Both of them were candidates for appointments under 
the United States, the last winter ; ooth were nomina- 
ted by the President, and both, with the exception of 
one vote, in the case of Wingate, unanimously reject- 
ed by the Senate, as well for being engaged in 
trade with the enemy during the war, as for other 
reasons. Both of them and particularly the former, 
attributed their disappointment to me, in consequence 
of my having declined aiding their appointments, as 
will appear by the following letter m reply to one 
which I received from Ames, making this request 
while at Washington. 

" BATH, March 25,. 1824. 

" £l{r— -four letter under date the IStli instant, came duly to hand. I notice 
the contents and particularly what you say in regard to Mr. Holmes' determine 
ation to represent to the Senate, what is now before the piA)lic; the Bath 
Bermuda bttsiness. 

This is not unexpected, and for which you will be indebted to your friends, 
who have been engaged in supporting the paper, which has been for some time 
printed at this place. I have noticed, and you must have done the same, that 
the person whose communications have been published in the paper, has been 
constantly representing me, as having sent potatoes to Bermuda, and as having 
been engaged during the late war, in that business. This, it is quite unnecessary 
for me to say to you, I knew to be false, but as it was calculated to draw public 
Attention to the subject, and lead to disclosures, not uninteresting to the people, 
t was not therefore disposed to complain of the communications, or I should have 
sometime since, prosecuted the printer for a libel, as I never had the least agen- 
cy, whatever in any of the Bermuda business. The only Swedish papers I 
ever had were for a vessel, bound for a French port in the West Indies which 
vessel was taken and condemned by the British; this, like making use of neutral 
colours in tiipe.of war, is justifiable, but did not produce the effect intended. — 
As I have remarked this business has been made a subject of inquiry in the Bath 
paper, all the circumstances are so generally known that a letter from me to Mr. 
Holmes, would be evidently improper, as it might lead to the belief that I had 
personal objections to a disclosure, which I can assure you, personally, I have 
not; and I conclude those persons who you are acquainted with have not, or they 
would not have falsely, and improperly have made it so long a subject of dis- 
cussion, in the papers and otherwise in this section of the country in regard to 
fnyself. 

Respectfully your humble servant, W. KING. 

B£ir JAMiN Amxs^ Esq, Wctahington* 

Mr. Ames, on his return from Washington, where 
he spent several weeks* previous to the negative of 
his nomination in the Senate, without disguise, avow- 
ed his detennination to be revenged; and the pampl;i- 
let, which has been published, is understood to be 
the result of th^ joint labors of himself and Wingate. 










A publication, thus springing from disappointed 
hopes, and unsatiable revenge, a judicious public will 
scrutinize with proper severity. The first remark 
which offers itself, is that all the Depositions wem 
taken in secret, without my knowledge, though most 
of the persons live in my immediate neighbourhood. 
If the object of these men was simply truth, why wa» 
I not notified so as to be present — ^to know the 
testimony, and put any question whichtnurfit occur 
to me ? Such not being the case, it wiMttburse be 
admitted that the whole of their evidenceibmes out 
dressed in the very livery of fraud. This appears 
more strildngly the case, when the fact is consioeredi 
that alf the evidence relating to occurrences during 
the war, is merely circumstantial, and that of the 
most flimsy character ; all susceptible of easy explan« 
ation, and a great part might have been explained by 
the witnesses themselves, had I been present to put 
cross interrogations. This would not have satisfied 
the perpetrators of this fraud ; for then the delusive 
show of evidence would have disappeared. In the 
mode adopted, the accuser put the questions, in his 
o\\Ti way, and took the answers and gave them such 
a turn and colouring as he chose, or such as an igno» \\ 
rant witness would be induced to swear to. It would 
not do to have the accused present, for then the false 
gloss would be removed or exposed, and if the wit^ 
nesses had been made to sav more than they intend- 
ed or to give to what they did say a different mean- 
ing as from that intended, it could have been corrected A 
With some of the witnesses I have had personal dif« 
Acuities ; they have been in my employment — they 
have been unfaithful to their trust, and have bee» 
obliged to suffer in damages. The feelings of the 
witnesses would incline them to testify against me ; 
and in company with such a man as Ames, -^who 
got up the Ovarian St Bartholomew Depositions, in 
the place of Bermuda ones, to give to every part of 
their testimony the mo£;t unfavourable aspect, and 8Qt 
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being sworn to tell the whole truth, they have omitted 
every circumstance in my favor. The feelings of the 
accusers would incline them to go even further.^ — 
What reliance will any candid man place on such 
Depositions, taken in such a manner, when it will be 
tiatil^factorily proved, that several of the witnesses 
have perjured themselves* They have directly and 
positively contradicted themselves on the same point 
under oatjh tf This remark applies to Captain Farrin^ 
who sw€|||||m his deposition, that he came from Ber^ 
muda ; when he entered his vessel at the Custom 
House, he swore, he came from St. Barts, 

Merriman swears in his Deposition, that he went 
to Bermuda ; when he entered his vessel at the Cus- 
tom House, he must have sworn^ that he came from 
a neutral port What must be the characters of men 
who come forward to prove by voluntary affidavits^ 
that they have committed deliberate perjury. 

The candor of the public will never give credit to 
testimony got up under such auspices. It is however 
<hte, as well to myself, as to the public, to state one 
fact further with respect to Ames. Among his oth- 
er enterprizes during the war he made a voyage to 
Bermuda in the schooner Ovarian ; on his return the 
vessel and part of the cargo was seized. In this 
voyage Ames stated to the members of the Senate 
that Joseph F* Wingate and Samuel Winter, were 
equally interested with him. This vessel was seized ; 
libelled for trading with the enemy, and Ames got 
witnesses to swear that he went to St. Barts ; and on 
this evidence the vessel was restored. Now if the fact 
be as proved to the Senate of the U. States, by the 
Depositions of Harrod and others, who saw Ames at 
Bermuda on this very voyage^ Ames being present 
and loio wing all the facts when the sailors testified, 
I presume there will be no hesitation, on the part of 
any one, in giving to thistransactioi^ the name and 
character it descirvcs, particularly, when it is consid- 
ered, that Ames stated to the Collector who was not 



satisfied with the decision of the Court, that he coiild^ 
if necessary, obtain thirty witnesses more to proyi^ 
y that he was from St, Barts. Can any credit be given 
to voluntary testimony produced by a man, who has 
been the manufacturer of such evidence to be made 
use of in a Court of Justice ? 

In order that no doubt maj' remain on the mind» 
of any one, I shall now proceed to give a particular 
account of my mercantile business during the Em- 
bargo, war, and non-intercourge, and also to reply to 
sundry charges made. 

For several months previous to the Embargo, pre- 
suming that the country would be engaged in war# 
either with France or Great Britian, I did not send 
any of my vessels to soa ; so that when the Embargo 
, commenced, I had at the port of Bath, loaded for foy* 
eign voyages, the following vessels : 







Tota, 


SHIPS 


RESERVE, 


3961 


a 


RESOLUTON, 


367 


iC 


VIGILANT, 


350 


ii 


REUNION, 


293 


• 


UNITED STATES, 


336 


BRIGS 


■ ANN, 


290 


"3-4 


HURON, 


120 


[not Zo<»rferf] " 


VALERIUS, 


J30 


Do. '? 


HARMONY, 


190 



In all 2475 tons ; these vessels remained in port 
during the whole of the embargo, as it was a measuri^ 
of our government to coerce the several nations of 
- Europe, who were violating our neutral rights : no 
one ever heard any complaint from me, although the 
actual loss, at the most moderate calculation of char-" 
ter, was 5558 dollars per month, being more than 185 
dollars a day, exclusive of interest of money, on thd 
amount of cargoes from 22d December 1807, to Mav 
1809. _ J 

When the war commenced, in June 1812, betweei) 
the United States and Great Britain, I had at the port 



of Bath, and which arrived there within sixty days, 
of that time, the following vessels : 

SHIPS RESERVE, 
" RESOLUTION, 

" UNITED STATES, 

" REUNION, 

3-4 BRIG HURON, 

" VALERIUS, 

'fitld the iBrig Ann, at the port of Baltimore ; these 
Were all the vessels, which I had at this time, and 
they all remained in port during the war, with the 
exception of the Brigs Huron and Valerius, and they 
Were all the vessels, which I was owner of during 
tiie war. 

The Brigs Huron and Valerius being small, as 
Well as old vessels, I loaded them with lumber, and 
§eni them (one in Dee. 1812, the other in January, 
1813,) to Cayenne, a French port, on the main: 
with mstructions, to return to the port of Bath, and 
to take care, on their return passages, to keep, well to 
windward of the West India -Islands, in order to avoid 
the British Criiisers, which would be most likely to 
be found in that quarter. 

Captain Foote, in the Huron, stated on his return, 
to Mr. Lambard and myself, the owners, that he fell 
to leeward of Cayenne ; that he could not beat his ves- 
sel up, and therefore put his vessel away, for Saint 
Croix, a Danish Island ; that on his passage to that 
place, he was captured by an English armed vessel, 
and sent into St Kitts. He had on board his vessel, 
fri order to deceive the enemy, a Swedish flag and 
papers, as well as his American papers ; the former 
Were presented to the Captors, who finding that they 
Would entitle him to an appeal to their courts, in 
England, offered him a considerable sum, if he would 
disclose an American interest ; this proposition Foote 
accepted, produced his American papers, received 
his money, with which he returned to Bath ; statinf 
to the owners, that he had been taken, condemned 
and lost every thing ; from his having considerable 



TAoney at command during the war, the * owners of 
the Huron were induced to write to St Kitts. After 
the peace, ^uch information was there obtained, as 
induced them to commence an action against Foote for 
the money, which he had received, and aftet deducting 
commissions, wages and expenses, which were allow- 
ed him, the balance was recovered and received from 
him ; this closed the business of the Huron. Any 
fiirther notice of Capt. Foote, and his statements, will 
not, I presume, be considered necessary. 

I Thomas Lambard of Bath, of lawful age, depose and say, that according to 
<iiy recollection about the first of January 1S13, 1 was owner of one quarter of 
the Brig Huron of Bath, and her cargo then on board. Gen. King of Bath, owning 
the remainder.. General King and myself appointed David Foote of Bath, mas^ 
ter of said brig; and on his sailing from Bath in that brig, at that time we gave 
him instructions to proceed to Cayenne a French port, on the main, and thehcd 
return to Bath; and. on his return to keep well to the windward of the West 
India Islands; in order to avoid British cruisers. 

. . On his return. Captain Foote stated to us, that he fell to the leeward of 
Cayenne and could not beat up; and that he put away for St. Croix a Danish 
Island; and that on his passage to St. Croix, he was captured by a British armed 
Tessel and carried into $t Kitts, where the vessel and cargo were condemned^ 
and all was lost. We at first thought the story plausible; but afterwards, finding 
that Captain Foote had considerable money, which he was occasionally getting 
changed, we suspected, that he had not given us all the information, in relation 
to tbls afiair; we ther^ore after the peape, wrote to St. Kitts and obtained infor* 
mation, that Captain Foote was paid a considerable sum for disclosing to the 
captors, that the brig Huron was owned by General King; and that in conse- 
quence of that disclosure, the vessel was immediately condemned. Upon re- 
ceiving this information, we commenced an action against Captain Foote for 
the money, he' received of the ca|>tors, and after deducting commissions, waget 
and expenses allowed him, we recovered, and received from him the balance. 

I did not receive one quarter of what was recovered from Captain Foote, be- 
cause a part of my interest in the vessel and voyage was insured by Gen. King 
and paid by him accordingly. I received in proportion, as my uninsured part 
bore to the whole property at risk. 

THOMAS LAMBARD. 

LiircoLN, M. January 27*A, 1826. . 

Sworn to before me, JOSEPH SEWALL, Justice Peace. 

The Valerius, Lane master, was ordered to Cayen- 
iie,and to return to Bath, in like manner as Foote in the 
Huron. In order to avoid the British Cruisers^ as Lane 
stated on his return, he made the first friendly port 
he could get into on the main, which was the Oron- 
oko a Spanish port He there took passage to Trini- 
dad, a British port, and obtained a license or permis- 
sion, to proceed from Oronoko to that place, where 
^ he sold the brig ajid cargo. In doing tiiis, having vio- 

2 
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lated his orders, he did not choose to return, but re 
mained with the British nearly all the war, until he 
spent the money in his hands. I never received a 
letter from him, nor to my knowledge, did I ever 
write him, during his absence ; I never received from 
him one cent, on account of either vessel or carga — 
Having returned home, without property, it was with 
difficulty I obtained from him, a part only of the rent 
due to mei for the house in which his family resided. 

Mrs. Lane, a very ignorant woman, has subscribed 
to a Deposition, for which it is said she received forty 
dollars. She is made to say, that I received goods 
from Captain Lane, advised with him in regard to 
his and Emerson's business, &c. Every thing this 
woman has stated in reference to myself, I pronounce 
to be absolutely false. Lane having violated his or- 
ders, in proceeding to a British port, and there dis- 
posing of my vessel and cargo ; nev^r having receiv- 
ed any letters from him, I considered the property 
lost, and in regard to any business ; in which he was 
engaged during his absence, I most solemnly declare, 
that it was not only contrary to my instructions, when 
he sailed, but was without my consent, advice 
or approbation, at any time, and tne transaction was 
of such a character, had it been at any time, in my 
power to have recovered from liim the funds in his 
hands, no person can believe, after the conduct he 
had observed in relation to me, that I should have 
neglected one moment, to have done this. 

A Deposition of William Clifford, the mate of the 
Valerius, has been published, probably prepared by 
Ames, as he is made to state that, which from his 
confession to his father, he did not intend to do. He' 
states in his Deposition, that he sailed from Bath, in 
the Valerius, the 30th November, 1812; having 
cleared for Cayenne, and arrived iii the river Oranoko; 
where a part of the cargo was disposed of, and thence^ 
under the protection of a British license, sailed for 
the British port Trinidad. From this statement, it 
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was intended to make the impression, that the brig 
sailed from Bath with a British license, and thftt 
Cayenne was not her port of destination — when Clif- 
ford intended to make no such statement The 
father of this man being satisfied, that a different 
coloring had been given to his statement, from what 
was intended, conversed with his son, obtained from 
him the facts, as he intended to have represented 
them, which being put into the form of a Deposition, 
was presented to him, and he acknowledged the 
correctness of it^ as will be found in the following cer- 
tificate. His reason for not signing the Deposition, 
ai the father and Crooker state, was that he believ- 
ed it would not appear well, to have one Deposition 
appear to contradict the other* 

We sailed from Bath in November IS 12, and was bound on a voyage to 
the French port of Cayenne, on the main, in the West Indies, and back to 
the port of Bath. In out passage we fell to leeward of Cayenne; considering 
that we could not beat up, we therefore put away for the first friendly port, 
which was a Spanish place at the mouth of the Oronoke, where we arrived, and 
disposed of a part of our cargo to pay charges* Captain Lane took passage for 
Trinidad, and there obtained license^ or permission to proceed with the Brig 
and residue of the cargo to that place. When we arrived at Trinidad, Captain 
liane sold the Brig and cargo. In doing this, so far as related to selling the 
Brig, as well as obtaining a license to go to Trinidad, he must have taken the 
responsibility on himself, as I never understood he had any instructions to do 
this. Whe^er Mr. King obtained any of this property, or what became of it I 
was never informed. 

November 29, 182«l. — ^ We the subscribers, hereby, certify, that the above 
statement was this day made by William Cliffbrd, of Bath, in our presence; and 
that upon its being written and read to him, as above, he stated that the same 
Was a true and correct statement of the above described voyage, by him made in 
the Brig Valerius. ISAIAH CROOKER, 

DAVID CLIFFORD. 

The Depositions of sailors have been obtained and 
published oy Ames and Wingate, by which they ex- 
pected to make an impression, that I was interested 
m the voyages of a number of vessels, which their 
deponents have stated, sailed from this place to Ber- 
muda, during the late war, between England and the 
United States, In regard to these vessels, I have 
made the necessary inquiiy, at the Custom House, 
and am prepared to state, who the persons interested 
in them were, at the time. It will not be expected I 
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presume, that I should obtain the Depositions of the 
persons interested, as unfortunately the humanity of 
the law, will not permit me to compel them, to be 
witnesses against themselves, otherwise, much of the 
information wanted, could be obtained, (as it will be 
perceived by the documents,) from Joseph F. Win- 
gate himself. The schooners Abigail and Tobias, 
and the brig Two Sisters, are the vessels stated to 
have been engaged in the Bermuda business. 

SCHOOJfER ABIGAIL. 

This vessel was Registered . at the port of Bath, 
the 27th day of November 1813, James Merriman, 
Thomas Skolfield, James Wilson, Joshua Bishop and 
John Wilson, all of Harpswell, owners. Merryman 
states in his Deposition, that he sailed in the month 
of November 1814; that Green and Emerson char- 
tered three fourths of the vessel. Skolfield states, 
that the vessel sailed in November, in the time of 
our last war. From the Charter Party, from Skol- 
field to Joseph F. Win^ate and Abraham Hammatt, 
it is evident, that Memman has made a mistake of 
one year, and that it should have been in November, 
1813, that he sailed, as this vessel did not sail from 
this port, in November, 1814, and in 1813 the firm of 
Green and Emerson, did not exist Skolfield says 
nothing as to whom he chartered his part of the 
vessel, and leaves it to be inferred from the state- 
ment, that I purchased a note of Green and Emerson^s 
of him before it was due ; that I must have been in- 
terested. He well knew at the time, he gave his 
Deposition, that the remaining quarter was chartered 
of him by Abraham Hammatt, and Joseph F. Win- 
gate, as will appear by the following Charter Party. 

** This Charter Party of Affipeightment, Indented, made and concluded upoM 
this twenty third day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirteen, between Thomas Skolfield, of Harpswell, in the eonnty 
of Cumberland, and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, owner of the good schoon- 
er Abigail, of the burthen of one hundred and twenty-six and forty eight ninety- 
fifth tons, or tharMboats, nowjftjig.ifcfl w liaibor of Bath, whereof Johnson is 
at.preieBft aMrt|MM^ttij|||riH^HMU^^ Hammatt and Joseph F^ 

Wiiicit«l4^Hil^^^^^^^^^Hl<^^» WiTNxwxTB, That the> 
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vaid Thomas, for the consideration hereafter mentioned, had letten to freight oae 
fourth of the aforesaid schooner Abigail, with the appertenanc«s to her belong- 
ing, for a voyage to be made by the said Hammatt and Wingate to the West In- 
dies and back to the Port of Bath, or Rome port in the United States, being h^ 
port of discharge, where she is to be discharged (the dangers of the seas except- 
ed,) and the said Thomas doth by these presents covenant and agree with the 
said Hammatt and Wingate, in manner following — ^That is to say — That tha 
said schooner Abigail, in and during the voyage aforesaid, shall be tight, staunch 
and strong, and sufiKciently tackled and apparelled with all things necessary £or 
such a vessel and voyage; and that it shall and maybe lawful for the said Ham- 
matt and Wingate, or their agents or factors, as well as Bath, as at the West In- 
dies, to load and put on board the said schooler Abigail, loading of such goods' 
and merchandize as they shall' think proper, contraband goods excepted. 

In consideration whereof, the said Hammatt and Wingate do by these presents 
agree with the said Thomas well and truly to pay or cause to be paid, unto hixa 
in full for the freight or hire of said schooner and appertenances, the sum of one 
dollar and fifty cents per ton per month, and so in proportion for a less time, as 
the said schooner shall be continued in the afocesaid service, in thirty days after 
her rrtum to her port of discharge. And the said Hammatt and Wingate do 
ilgree to pay the charge of victualling and manning said schooner and all port 
charges and pilotage during said voyage, and to deliver said schooner on her r^ 
turn to her port of discharge to the owner aforesaid, or his order; it is also un* 
derstood that the charter is to commence ten days before said schooner actually 
sails from said port of Bath, on her intended voyage; it is also understood that« 
in case said schooner Abigail is lost either by capture or other accident, no 
ciiarter is to be paid, but said Hammatt and Wingate agree to pay to said Thom- 
as six hundred and twenty-five dollars for said one fourth of said schooner.— «- 
And to the true and faithful performance of all and singular the covenants, pay- 
ments and agreements aforementioned, each of the parties aforenamed binds and 
obliges himself, his executors and administrators, in the penal sum of five hun- 
dred, firmly by these presents. In witness whereof, the psirties aforesaid hav« 
iiereuoto interchangeably set their hands and seals the day and year aibrewritten. 



L.. s* 
li. 8. 

L. s. 



ABRAHAM HAMMATT, 
JOSEPH F. WINGATE, 
THOMAS SKOLFIEU), 
Signed, sealed and delwered in presence of us, 
PETER H. GREEN." 

As Joseph F. Wingate was interested in this 
voyage, it was in his power to have stated, who the 
persons were, who were interested with him without 
naving recourse to any depositions whatever. Neither 
Wingate or any other person can say, that I was 
interested with them, or either of them, either in this 
vessel or voyage. 

Captaiijt Meriyman, in his Deposition obtained 
from nim, by Ames and Wingate, in October, 1824, 
is made to swear that he was master of the Abigail, 
and that he went to Bermuda. If Merryman was 
actually at Bermuda, on this voyage as he has sworn, 
he must have either entered his vessel at Bath, on 
his return from that place (which the Collector must 
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account for,) dr he must have sworn that he came frOltt 
some other place. As it is important that the Col- 
lector should shew, that he has not been aiding thii^ 
business of his brother, while trading with the ene- 
i^y— and equally so to Merryman, to make it appear 
ihat he has not sworn falsely, they must settle this^ 
business between themselves and the government, in 
the best way they can. This however is certain, 
that either Wingate, the Collector did aid his broth- 
er's Bermuda business, or Merryman has swoni 
falsely. 

SCHOOJ^ER TOBIAS. 

The Deposition of William Farrin published by 
Ames and others states : "And I the above named 
William Farrin do further testify and say, that after 
my return in the Two Sisters, as above, and during 
the war as aforesaid, I took command of the schoon- 
er Tobias, then lying in Topsham which vessel I 
moved down to King's wharf in Bath, where we fin- 
ished loading ; and after clearing out for St. Barts, I 
arrived at Bermuda, where I sold the cargo principal- 
ly for cash, and returned to Bath. My impression is 
that General King was interested in this voyage, for 
on my return he directed nie to take the cash I 
brought home^ to the Bank. I also certify and say 
that we sailed both voyages in the Two Sisters, a» 
also in the Tobias under British Licences, though 
We had A.merican papers.'* 

I have obtained the following Documents in the 
Case of the Tobias which are all I presume, that will 
be considered necessary to develope the facts in this 
case* 

** In pursuance of an Act o( the Congress of tlie United States of America^ 
entitled ** An Act concerning the registering and recording of Ships or vessels," 
Nathaniel Green of Topsham^ State Of Massachusetts, merchant, having taken 
or subscribed the oath required by the said act, and having sworn that he, with 
Simeon Colby, Humphrey PurringtOn, William Frost and Daniel Baker, of 
Topuham, aforesaid, merchants, are the only owners of the ship or vessel called 
fhe Tobias, of Topsham, whereof William Farrin is at present master, and 8 
citizen of the United States^ as he hath sworn, and that the said ship or vessel 
was built at Topsham aforesaid in the year 18 18^ aa appeajr» by the certificatu 
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«f Nathaniel Green, the master carpenter, dated October SO, 1818. And Jo« 
seph Torrey, a Deputy Surveyor of this District, having certified that the mid 
ship or vess^ has one deck aud two masts, and that her length is sixty one-fe«t 
«ight-inches, her breadth twenty feet three inches, her depth eight £eet three inch* 
es, and that she measures eighty seven tons, that she is a aquare aterned scfaoon* 
er, has no gallies, and no figure head: And the said Nathaniel Green, having 
agreed to the description and admeasurement above opacified, and sufficient 
security having been given, according to the s^ act^ )he fin^id schooner has been 
duly registered at the Port of Bath* 

<* Given under my hand and seal at the Fort of Bath, this thirteeenUi day of 
•October, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

f' J. B. SW ANTON, Deputy ColUetor,'' 

** Know all men by these Presents, that we William Farrin. of Topsham* 
State of Massachusetts, and NathaniellGrreen, of Topsham, aforesaid, merchant^ 
jare held and firmly bound unto the United States of America, in the sum of fiv^ 
hundred dollars, to be paid to the said United States; for payment whereof^ we 
bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and administrators, jointly and severally, 
,and firmly by these presents. Sealed with. our seals. Dated this twenty-eight 
ilay of January, in the 36th year of the Independence of the said United Stat^s^ 
and in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fourte^en. 

<* The condition of this ic^ligation is such, That if the above-bounden Fania 
and Green, or either of them, or .either of Uieir heirs, executors, or administra- 
tors* shall a^d do, on or before the 28th day of July next, wdl and truly pay« or 
cause to be paid, unto the Collector of the Customs for the District of Bath, 
jEbr the time being, the sum of two hundred dollars find no cents, or the amount 
'Of the duties to be ascertained as due, and arising on certain goods, wares and 
merchandise, entered by the above-bounden William Farrin as imported in the 
schr. Tobias, William Farrin, master from St. Bartholomews, as per entry, dated 
this date, January 28, 1814, then the above obligation to be void, otherwise to 
jremain in full force and virtue. *« WII4JAM FARRIN, 

•/NATHL. GREEN/' 

*' Seized and deUvered in thepresjenee of 

«J. B. SWANTON/' 

It will be noticed, that the Register of the Tobias, 
is dated October 30, 1813 ; That NathaBiel Green, 
•Simeon Golby, Humphrey Purriiigton,WilJiam Frost 
and Daniel Baker, all of Topshan^ were the oi^ners 
of the Tobias on this voyage. It i^oll also be ol> 
-served, from the date of the Bond, at the Custom 
House, tiiat this schooper entered from ;St Bartholo- 
jnews, the 28th January 1814, Williani Farrin, mas- 
ter, and Nathaniel Green, one of the owners, in the 
Register^ signed the bond with him. If either of 
the above named owners chartered their part of the 
-schooner to any one, they can state to whom ; neith- 
er can state this was done to me, or that I had any 
interest with them, or any other persop in |;his ves- 
sel or cargo, jat this or any other time, 
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It will also be seen, by looking at the bond, that 
Captain Farrin swore, on entry of the Tobias, in Jan- 
tiarv 1814, that he came from St. Bartholomews : and 
he has sworn in October 1824, that on this, very 
voyage he came from Bermuda ; he has therefore 
«wom falsely in one or the other of the oaths. His 
owners are knowing to his statements being false, in 
l^gard to my having any interest whatever, in either 
^ssels or cargo. 

As I have brought the names of the owners of thfe 
Vessel before the public, without consulting them on 
the subject, it is proper that I should state that the 
Deposition of Farriii, obtained in 1824, is considered 
of Ames' manufacture ; Green, the managing owner, is 
known to be the friend of Ames and Wingate ; they 
have got him as well as themselves into a bad situa- 
tion, WT if the deposition of 1824 is false, Ames and 
Wingate are understood to be the manufacturers of it : 
and if true Green, and his partners have been trading 
tv ith the enemy. The persons implicated, will settle 
this business as they choose — it is no affair of mine* 

BRid TWO SISTERS. 

This vessel was Registered, at the port of Bath^ 
the 12th day of April, 1813, Samuel Veazie, Hum- 
phry Purrington, Daniel Baker, Jonathan Baker and 
Nathaniel Green of Topsham, Peter H. Green of 
Bath, and Clement Martin of Harpswell, owners. — 
This vessel, as well as the Tobias and many others, 
loaded at my wharf ; and from the circiunstance of a 
quantity of Potatoes, raised on a farm of mine, hav- 
ing been piu'chased, and probably loaded on board 
this vessel, it is not found difficult to find persons to 
Hwear, that they believe I must have been interested 
ffl[ the voyage. 

The principle of this imputation is, that the person 
who last owned goods before they were shipped, is 
guilty of trading with the enemy, if those goods are 
rfterwards shipped by any body else to an enemy's 
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port ; the monstrous character of this principle, is too 
obvious for comment, as very few shippers of goods 
are, at the same time, the growers or manufacturers 
of them, the doctrine woiHd make the farmer who 
raises the produce, guilty of trading with the enemy, 
rather than the merchant, by whom, and at whose ac- 
count and risk, it is shipped. Although, this doctrine 
would relieve Ames ana Wingate, from much of their 
difficulty, it is not to be expected, that the farmers, 
from whom they made purchases, should consent to 
it, and exchange situations with them, which they do 
not consider very enviable. I have stated who were 
the owners of this vessel, it is all the information, 
which I can obtain, no one will say that I had any con- 
cern with them, in this business whatever. 

BRIG LEAJiDER. 

This vessel is stiated to have made a voyage to 
Antigua, in 1813, a^ appears by the following Tetter 
from William Harwood : — 

BATH, November 5, 1824. 
SiH — Your letter is this moment received, in answer to which I can state, 
that I sailed from Bath in the Brig Leander, as mate for the island of Antigua, 
in September, 1813, with a cargo of lumber, which cargo we there disposed of 
and frotti thence we returned to Bath, January 1814. 

Tours Respectfully, WILUAM HAJlWOdD. 

To : * . 

It is not stated to whom this letter was directed; 
but in Ames' and Wingate's Pamphlet, they remark, 
that^tf will he perceived by the following bond, 
marked O, that Mr. King explicitly acknowledged an 
interest in the voyage of the Leander, which was 
made, as appears Dy the letter of Capt. Harward, to 
an enemy's port, during the war with Great Britain." 

The bond referred to, in the garbled way, in which 
it has been pubUshed leaving out the name of Joseph 
F. Wingate and others is as follows : 

<< Enow all men by these presents, That we of Bath, Count j 

of Lincoln, Merchant, and William Emerson «nd William King all of Qtth» 
afioresaid. Merchants, are holden and stand firmly bound and oUieed unto 

and of Bath, aforesaid. Merchants in therall and just mim 

often thousand dollars to be paid to the said their executors, ad- 

ministrators or assinis, to the which payment wdl and truly to be made^^ we 
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bind ourselves our heirs, executors, and administrators firmly by these presents* 

Sealed with our seals, dated the thirteenth day of September, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirteen. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that whereas the above named have 
this day signed certain penal bonds to the United States, at the Custom Hous? 
in Bath, for and in behalf of the charterers, &c. of the brig Leander. 

Now if the bonds aboye mentioned to the United States, should be cancelled, 
and no penalty incurred, then the obligation shall be null, void, and of n« 
eflfect. 

But if said bond. should be violated and recovered against the said 
then the obligation shall remain in full force until said are indemnified 

for all damage as far as we are respectively concerned. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this thirtieth 
day of September, one thousand eight hundred and thirteen* 
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WILLI AM EMERSON 
WILLIAM KING 
Signed and sealed in presence of 
WILLIAM TORREY." 

I have made the necessary inquiry, in regard to 
the voyage of this vessel, and have been able to ob* 
tain the charter party, signed by Joseph F. Wingate 
and others, on the voyage to the Wei^t Indies, dated 
the 29th day of September ISl'S, and witnessed by 
William Torrey ; also an agreement between the per* 
sons, interested in the voyage, to which Joseph F. 
Witgate's name is placed, and those of fifteen other 

Persons, and witnessed also by William Torrey. — 
'hese papers Wingate made many attempts to ob- 
tain, beleiving them lost or destroyed, and haying 
taken care, that none of the papers, in relation to this 
vessel or voyage should remain at the Custom House, 
considered that by mutilating. the bond, in his pos- 
session he could shew an ii terest of mine in a 
voyage, in which his could not be detected, and that 
he cpuld obtain letters if not depositions, to isjiew' 
the voyage an illegal one. 

There is not either in the charter party, or in the 
agreement between the persons interested ill the 
voyage, the least intimation, that the Leander was 
bound to Antigua, nor do I believe the persons inter- 
ested in the voyage with Wingate, had any reason to 
believe it to have been his intention to have sent her 
to any such port To whatever place the Leander 
piay have gone, I can only say, I was interested in 
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the voyage which, was divided into a large numbei^ 
of shares, I took one, paid the sum assessed upon me 
for the share, I had nothing to do in. fitting out, 
loading, or giving any directions, in regard to this 
businejss, as must be presumed from the small inter- 
est which I had* I purchased the share after much 
Solicitation from those concerned, believing it a cor*- 
rect and proper enterprize, as I would do a ticket in a 
lotten^, and on the return of the vessel, they stated 
that I was entitled to 592 dollars and 86 hundredths 
which I received. It will not fail to be noticed, that 
there are not any depositions obtained in this case, 
and that from the numerous voyages, in which Ames 
and Wingate are proved to have been engaged to 
enemy's ports, during the war, they are desirous of 
shewing others to have been equally engaged, any 
concessions, therefore, of these men, apparently 
against themselves, vnth tlieir present estimate of 
character, ought not to be relied on, where' others 
are concerned, without further testimony. 

In regard to the voyage of the Leander, it will be 
observed, that Joseph F. Wingate, was engaged in 
chartering and fitting out this vessel — a charter par- 
ty with his name to it has been handed to me, and is 
now in my possession, that he cleared her out, at the 
Custom House, and gave bonds accordingly ; that he 
received from a number of persons, who took shares 
>vith him in the voyage, their signatures to the bond 
which he has caused to be in part published, which 
bond was ^iven, to indemnify him, for the several 
responsibilities, which he had assumed, in clearing 
out the vessel. Who entered this vessel on her re- 
turn, I am unable to state ; I have applied at the Cus- 
tom House, for this information, and have been in- 
formed after diligent search was said to have been 
made, for the purpose, that no evidence of the entry 
could now be found, and that there was not any re- 
cord or paper, of any of Joseph F. Wingate's mercan- 
tile business, now to be found in the office. As he 
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had charge of these papers for four years — ^to «ay^ 
more I conclude, will not be considered necessary. 

In regard to the voyages of the various vessels, m 
which I was interested, durinff the non-intercoufse. 
system, it would be asking perhaps too much to ex« 
pect attention to a detailed account of all the business 
m which they were engaged, particularly, as many of 
the voyages were circuitous, and the business trans^ 
acted aoroad by agents, and in many instances, 
necessarily conducted according to the discretion of 
the masters, governing themselves by such informa- . 
tion, as they might receive, at the time, in regard .to 
the legislative, and political concerns of the Country* 

In conducting my mercantile business, I was influ" 
enced by the advice of the best informed political 
men, that as soon as Congress assembled, the non- 
intercourse system would be abandoned, by a declar- 
ation of war against France or England, or by adopt* 
ing some other measure. Availing myself of this in- 
formation, I gave to my vessels a direction acording- 
ly. The information in regard to a declaration of war 
proved correct, with the exception ofit^-not hav- 
ingbeen declared as soon as was contemplated 

The Reunion, which returned before the war, was 
seized and condemned, for having been to a prohib- 
ited port ; no claim was made on my part, the vessel 
was sold and I was the purchaser. This it will be 
perceived was a very different course from that pur- 
sued by Ames and others, in regard to the Ovarion, 
in which Ames came from Bermuda. 

The ship Reserve, Prior master, stated to have ar- 
rived in January, arrived in August 1812, after the 
declaration of war. Being engaged in a business, 
which required the employment of a large number of 
vessels, tne ports not prohibited, being but few, hav- 
ing many friends connected with the government, 
from whom I received information, and whose judge- 
ment I relied on, in regard to the measures that 
would be adopted, I gave such a direction to my bu- 
siness, as was calculated to anticipate their decisions, 
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And ify as in the case of the Reunion, I suffered in con-^ 
sequence of being influenced by their advice, I neith- 
er complained, or attempted to avoid the penalties. — 
After tne exposition of my mercantile concerns, dur- 
ing the embargo, when the British opened their ports 
to oar vessels, as well without papers as with tnem, 
and when there was nothing that was considered 
eyen an impediment to their sailing from the Kenne- 
bee, but the disposition of the owner, and while the 
vessels of others in consequence of the British invi- 
tation did actually proceea from the Kennebec to 
their ports, I ask, can it be presumed that a person 
so circumstanced, would abandon the ground he had 
so long and so uniformly supported, and engage in 
f any business which might be considered contra- 
vening the retaliatory measures of the government^ 
or rather will not the most moderate share of charity 
induce every one to presume, that a person whose in- 
formation was from first sources, who sought for 
and who was deeply interested in obtaining such in- 
formation, had, in conducting his business, ^one what 
every well informed merchant will be found to do, 
anticipate the probable measures of the government 
and regulate his commercial speculation accordingly, 
I have been charged, in this pamphlet with having 
been weH paid for my services as a General Officer 
under the government of Massachusetts during the 
late war, having received three hundred and forty 
seven dollars. When the British took possession of 
Castine, my Division became a* frontier against the 
enemy, they landed a considerable force under Gen. 
Goslin, at Belfast. Although, not within my Divi- 
sion, I made arrangements immediately to drive them 
from that position, and the west side of the Penob- 
scot Bay. As my Division extended more than eight- 
ty miles, on the sea board, and as there were wilhiu' 
the various harbours exposed, more than sixty thou- 
sand tons of shipping, my attention was necessarily 
required, at all the various places, to make the neces- 
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Ukty arrangdments for the defence of the people aind 
pi»opert)% against the enemy in their immediate vi- 
cinity ; that this business did receive proper atten- 
tion> no fiirther evidence will, I conclude be asked, 
when I say, not a vessel was taken out of any one 
port^ nor was other property taken, although very 
inany attempts were maae to effect this. But, should 
aiiy further evidence be required, I have much 
pleasure in sayings that it can be found on the records 
of the Adjutant General's office in Massachusetts in 
ihany letters from the then Adjutant General Brooks, 
by (urection of the late Governor Strong, approving 
tny conduct, in defending the District of my com- 
mand, in the most flattering terms. 

I am further charged, with having received 3400 
dollars from the United States for services in raising 
Volunteers Immediately, after the declaration of 
War^ in 1812j I Was requested, without any soli- 
citation of mitie, by the war department to oi'ganize 
a Regiment of one thousand men^ for the defence of 
the eastern frontier of our Country^ against the Brit 
Ishi The designation of the officers of the Regiment 
from the commanding officer down, the posting the 
troops at the vstfidus exposed places, their pay, &c* 
&c« was intrusted to me» Having accomplished this 
business, in a manner I conclude, satisfactory, to the 
government, for I was immediately after requested 
to organize other troops in like manner, and to appoint 
the officers* This service 1 also performed. Some i 
Were stationed on the sea board of Maine, others ^ 
marched to the northern frontier, and it was my ' 
business to examine the pay rolls of the troops, to 
certify them, and direct as to the posts to be occupi- 
ed* Many of the officers who attempted raising 
companies of volunteers failed ; others, who suc- 
ceeded, wanted much information, and instruction in 
regard to the business^ in which they were engaged, 
so much so, that my house, for nearly a year, was 
ferowded with gentlemen from every part of the Dis- 
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tlict) whose situation, at this time, rendered it not op» 
ly proper but necessary, that they shouM he treated 
with marked attention. 

In addition to this, I was called into the service 
of the United States, the latter part of the year 1814, 
i for the purpose of commanding, and organizinjg, in 
^ part, an army to e:i^pel the British from Castine, Be-r 
fore this was accomplished the return of peace, (af^ 
ter much of the busmess in regard to the organiza^ 
tion had been accomplished) rendered' a. further ^X- 
tention to it unnecessary. 

For my services, and those of Clerks, serv^ts, &c» 
and the expense of travelling several hundred 
miles, to the extreme eastern frontier, in organ^ 
izing and posting the troops th ere, as well as that of 
organizing other Regiments at my residence at Bat}i« 
• J md not make any charge to the government, at that 
time. . And it was not until IS 19, that I received this 
sum. When at Washington, and after being requested 
to present my account, which I declined doing, stating 
ds an objection, my correspondence with the commit* 
. tee of the Massachusetts l-egislature. The reply madp 
^to me was, that although,, it might not have been my 
intention tohave niade the charge, still the money was 
due me from the government, for what they considered 
meritorious services, for which, they were desirous of 
remunerating me. After this explanation, I did pr^e* 
3ent an account, intending it merely to embrace my 
«i€tual expenses. The account, was much short of 
the whole expense, actually incurred ip 43ttendJ[pg tQ 
this business. 

As I have no disposition to vdthhold information, 
in my power to give, the public will judge, from th^s 
terms and character of the following correspondence, 
whether I decided correctly, ija accepting the prpfc 
fered compensation or not 

SALEM, June 13th IS^j?, 
The Hon- Major General William Kino. 

Sir — I am directed by a joint Committee, consisting of Messrs. Blanckar^ 
0i Boston, IliCH-ARosoN of J\rorth Yarmouth, Emery of Shapletght pn thf 
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part of the House, and the Hon. Mr. Stephens and myself on the part oC the 
Senate, according to an order of the Legislature, to inquire of you, if you hold 
any military commission under the Pi-esident of the United States? If sO'^-of 
what rank? And if not: — if you have accepted any, and ivhat agency or con- 
cern under the United States ia relation to the distribution of arms? Or enlist- 
ing or organizing any soldiers for the service of the United States, or for com- 
missioning officers for that service? And also to know of you,' if you have re- 
ceived any small arms or other munitions of war? — Or if you have any know- 
ledge of the receipt of such arms or other munition of war, by any other person. 
Or persons, from or by an order of the Executive of the United States — and for 
what purpose, and to whom such military articles have been delivered? — Your 
answer to these inquiriei^ is requested. 

This Commission is accompanied with authority to send for persons and pa- 
pers; but in executii^g the, trust, I wish you to be assured, that 1 am disposed to 
consult your convenience as much as possible. I presume that a £nnk and 
prompt answer from you would probably render any further inquiries unnecei- 
aarjr. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

SAMUEL PUTNAM, Chairman of said Committee. 



BATH, June 21, ISIS. 

4 Sir — ^Your letter, as chairman of a joint committee of the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, I received this day. 

To your first inquiry, whether I hold any military commission under the 
President of the United States, I answer, that / hone not the honor of holding 
.. any such commission, I am not insensible, however to the distinction that 
every American enjoys, who holds, at the present crisis, a commission under an 
office, so determined to protect the rights, and support the character of our 
country, as, is the President of the United States. 

You inquire to be informed, ** If I have accepted any agency or concern un- 
4er the United States, in relation to the distribution of arms; or enlisting or or- 
ganizing any soldiers for the service of the United States; or for commission- 
hig officers for that service." — I answer, that I have not had any agency or 
concern in relation to the distribution of arms. Respecting the arms that have 
been ^stributed in this district — the volunteers, who made a tender of their ser- 
vice to the President, for the defence of the country and were accepted and or- 
ganized, have been furnished with arms on application to the proper officers of 
the General Government. 

As it respects the organizing of soldiers for the service of the United States, 
I have much pleasure in statins, that soon after the commencement of the pre- 
sent war, when the services of the detached militia were unthheld from the 
CrenercU Government, I aided the War Department in organizing such a volun- 
teer corps, as was considered necessary for the defence of this district; and the 
commissions to the officers passed through my hands for that purpose. My ser- 
vices were rendered without any promise of compensation from the Govem- 
nent and without desire or expectation on my part of receiving any remunera- 
tion whatever. 

As the legislature, no doubt, will be advised of the result of your inquiries, 
and as I presume you will be much gratified in availing yourself of the present 
Opportunity of doing justice to the patriotism of the citizens of this district, it is 
with real satisfaction that I make known to you for their information, that after 
two regiments of volunteers were brganized,which were all that were considered 
necessary for the defence of this dntrict, the services of such a number of other 
companies were tendered to the President, and not organized ai would have com* 
pleted three r^fiments more, bad they been wasted. 
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Having a deep conviction, that a war in defence of the personal liberty of our 
seamen — ^that class of oar fellow citizens who have so recently and so repeated- 
ly proved to their, country that they so well deserved it — is just and necessary, 
I have in conclusion, only to assure you, that as a citizen of the United States I 
bave duties to perform, as well as those of a citizen of this State: and 
while I shall endeavor not to neglect the latter, the former will most un- 
questionably claim my attention. 

I am. Sir, respectfully. Tour obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM KING. 
Hon. Samuel Putnam, 

Chcdrman of a joint committee of the Legislature. 

A still further charge is made, that I received pay 
as Governor of Maine and Commissioner, at the same 
time, to which I reply, that I received pay as gov- 
ernor of the State of Maine, no longer than I per- 
formed the duties of the office ; that it is customary, 
on the part of the United States, to pay their offi- 
cers from the date of their appointments. The other 
Commissioners received theirs in this way, in con- 
formity with general usage, and I did the same — and 
who is to complain — certainly not the people of 
Maine, for they had my services as long as they paid 
me — and as certainly not the people of the United 
States, for they have compensated me in like man- 
ner, as others in their employ are compensated. 

The motives of the persons engaged, in publish- 
ing this atrocious calumny, and who must be con- 
cious of their own iniquity, I have endeavoured to 
explain ; and think they cannot well be misunder^ 
stood. In doing this, I have acted in opposition to 
the advice of many friends, who considered anony- 
mous publications, springing from such a source, as 
not deserving my attention. Bom and brought up, 
in this State, the residence of most of my fanuly, and 
friends, I cannot, so far restrain my feefinffs as to re- 
main silent ; while men, who have obtruded them- 
selves into this section of country, to live on the pub- 
lic bounty, are disposed to effect their object, by mis- 
representation aided by perjury and fraud. 

WILLIAM KING. 

Bath, February ISth, 1825. 
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